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Introduction

Chameleon eBookseeks to engage and motivate young readers to experience thought
provoking, creativity-enhancing and brairstimulating activities through highly enriching storybook
apps. For children, this experience can become a helpful part of a balanced life that includes a

range of physicahctivities, skill development, and social interactins.

We believe that reading books is one of the most effective meatwsincreasing educational
outcomes, improving levels of happiness and confidence, enhancing imagination and aspiration

promoting social participation and mobility.

As part of this appoach, we have worked to develop a classroom activities pack. The focus is to
bring the storybook to teachers who are looking for deeper ways to integrate interactive digital
books into their classroom setting. The pack includes activities aligned with tinewv US Common

Core State Standards to help teachers integrate the product into the curriculum.

Scope ofActivities

The classroom activities for The Neighborhood Watch Kids and Duh Color Stuff are made up of
following disciplines: Language Arts, Sodi&tudies, Life Skills and Art. Each activity is related to
events, behaviors, and topics covered in the book. The activities are appropriate for a range of

ages in intermediate grades.

Activities are accompanied by explanations and activity sheets tahgou integrate the

interactive story experience into ongoing classroom activities.



Materials for each lesson

The Classroom Activities assume that you haaecess to:

A At least one tablet or electronic whiteboard to viewlhe Neighborhood Watch Kids and Duh
Color Stuff interactive storybook.

A Paper and drawing or writing materials.

Classroom Setup

The activities expand on the interactive story experience, raththan assuming or requiring that
each child is using his or her own computer or tablé#lost of the activities encourage cooperative
learning in which students explore and learn together, sharing ecreen exploration and the

relevant classroom activities

We encourage using these activities as supplementsTbe Neighborhood Watch Kids and Duh
Color Stuffand expanding upon them with events and situations the children may exgence on a

daily basis in oputside of the classroom.

We would love to hea about your experience with the classroom activitiesTalk with us in our

Facebook pagewww.facebook.com/thewatchkidsor by emailiinfo@thewatchkids.com

Permissible Use of Copyrighted Material
You may make use ofhis pack includingthe make ofmultiple copies ofmaterial for classroom use
SO LONG AS THE MATERIAL IS NOT OF A COMMBRCJIBRE and islOT SOLMor has effect

on the potential market valueof the copyrighted work.

© 2015, Chameleon eBooks


http://www.facebook.com/thewatchkids
mailto:info@thewatchkids.com

Experiencing Diversity Activity:
Getting to Know You

The Watch Kids represent cultural diversity among today's communities.
The children have different skills, ethnic backgrounds and pots of view,
yet they learn to accept each other and work together to save their
neighborhood.

Objective

Materials

& 0©

Show students how we are basically all alildespite
different appearances and backgrounds.

Introduction: Activity:
-1 white egg - Paper
-1 brown egg - Scissors
-1 plate -Glue

- Colored markers/ crayons / pencils/ water colors
- Older students: Magazine for cliping

Ages A1
45 minutes toone hour

Intro:

Begin by showing the 2 different eggs. Ask the kids to desxe the appearance of the
2 eggs. What color do they think the white egg is inside? What catothe brown egg
inside?
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next to the first egg. Have the kids describe the 2)gs on the plate and notice their
similar appearance.

Activity:

Form groups of 35. Have the kids draw a big flower with a circle center. They shoul
draw as many petals as the members in the group, then cut out the petals and the
center of the flower.

Ontheir petal, each student should draw or use magazine cutouts to describe
themselves, such as their likes, interests, habits, hobbies, favorite things, just not
physical appearance. Encourage the students to be creative.

Then, have the students take turs presenting their petal to their group.



When they finish presenting, tell the students that they will now combine their petal
to create a flower. On the center of the flower, they should draw, list, or show all o
the points that they havein common.

Finally, have the various groups present their flowers to the rest of the class. After
each presentation, the groups can display their flowers on a wall or bulletin board.

@ Discuss Given their differences, what did the students learn that they haveéommon?

» $1 1780 EOACA AAOGAA 11T ADPPAAOAT AAOG8 O0AIl PI
but they may be alike in many other ways. Depending on the age and maturity of the
class, you can encourage discussion on religion, race, culture agttinicity.




Team Work Activity:
Straw Towers
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the importance of team work

Materials -1 roll of masking tape per group
- About 3050 plastic straws per group
- Hard surface to build and transport the towers
- Colored markers, crayons, pencils

@ Objective  Students practice working in teams and &ning

- Paper
@ With who Ages A1
@ Time 45 minutes (depending on thesize and inerest of the group)
9 How to Divide the class into groups of about-8 students. Students need to work together as

a team to build the tallest tower from straws. Give the teams 15 minutes to build the
towers. When time is up, the teams stop working. Give the te& 10 more minutes to
come up with a name for their team and create a team logo. Then, each team will
present their name, logo and tower to the class.

@ Discuss How did the students work together as a team to successfully build a tower? What
were the struggles of waking with other people and how did they overcome them?
(T x AEA OOAAI x1 OE6 EAI B OEAI O AOQEI A

» Learning the benefits of teamwork and accomplishing mutual goals.
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Decision Making Activity:
The Decision Tree

Throughout the story, the young reade is presented with different
situations where heor sheis askedto make decisions. Like in real life,
these decisionsaffect the way the story progresses.

Objective

Materials

With who
Time

How to

To help students in their decision making poess by
understanding positive and negative outcomes from
their decisions.

-Large piece of butcher paper (at least 2 ft. long)
-Marker
- Pen/ pencil

Ages8-11

30 to 45 minutes

Intro:

A few problems from The Watch Kids can be presented:

Bullying:Johnnysees that big kids are bullying Arnold in the hallwayhat would you
do?

Talking to strangersTheWatch kids are walking in the neighborhood and see a
stranger sitting on a bench. Susie goes to speak with hithat would you do?

s o~ o~ 2

Getting help:Billy hasAT AAAEAAT O ET EEO AZAAOEAO0G60O
trouble. What would you do?

You may raise any other issues, questions or problems from the ctassn or school
day-to-day life.

Activity:

Split the class into a few small groups. On a largeece of paper, have each group
draw a big tree. At the trunk of the tree, each group should write a problem. Each o
the branches will represent a possible outcome or option to their question. Each
branch should have stems, representing positivand negative consequences. Now
encourage the kids to discuss which solutions are best under the circumstances. H.
them consider the positive @rsus negative outcomes for each decision.

See example on pagéQ



@ Discuss Have each group present their decision tree drproblem to the class, explaining
what the different solutions or optionsare, and what the positive or negative
consequences of eaclare. How did they reach their final conclusion?

= When presented with a problem, there are often a few possile solutions. Weigh the
positive and negative consequences of each option and then decide which is best.




Decision Making: The Decision Tree

OUTCOMES...

SOLUTION/OPTION 1

SOLUTION/OPTION 2 SOLUTION/OPTION 3

PROBLEM/ISSUE/CONFLICT

Example

10



Being Helpful Activity :
Helping Hands

While the kids are following some footprints they hear a weak voice crgin

for HELP. It's Mrs. Rubinstejrthe 80-year-old piano teacher pointing to her
cat who is stuck on a tree. The Watch Kifte'em a human pyramid, until
Maya reaches the cat and pulls it gently out of the tree.

Objective  Show students the importance of being helpful on their
own, with their friends, and as part of the community

Materials - Construction paper
- Markers
-Magazines
- Scissors

With who  Ages 711
Time 45 minutes toone hour

How to Intro:

Qe & ©

Begin with a discgsion on the importance of being helpful. Why is it important to
help others? Have the students give a few examples of occupations that help other:
such as policemen, firemen, etc.

Activity:

The students should create an outline of each of their hands.ofind or inside their
hands, have the students write, draw, or use magazine clippings to show some
helpful things they did recently. Complete the activity with each student presenting
their helping hands.

@ Discuss What are the different ways we can be helpful? Whate other helpful things each of
the students can do at home, at school, or in their communities? Have the students
commit to a helpful act.

» Have young students understandhe importance of being nice and helpful to others.
Instill volunteering, donating, and doing good deedsHow helping others can make us

happier and make people around us happy too.
11



Being Helpful: Helping Hands

Example 1

Example 2

Example 3

5

Example 4

12




Knowing your Surroundings Activity:
This iIs My School Map

*TETTU PDPOOO OIi A A1 OAO i1 OEA AT A
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picture of the Watch neighborhood and puts it on the dlard, too. This will
help them keep track of what they find and where it was found.

Objective

Materials

With who

Time

How to

Qe & ©

Introduce students to the basics of reading maps and
the importance of knowing your surroundings

- Paper
- Pencils, pens, markers
- Clipboard

Ages 711
45 minutes toone hour (depending on the size and interest of the group)

Intro:

Present the class with different types of maps: What is a map? What is its purpose’
Why & it important to know how to read a mapBhow a map of your cityr your
neighborhood. Begin by explaining what the map shows and where you currently
are, pointing out key landmarks. Use keywords such as compass, showing which
direction is north, south, east and west,»@laining the use of the compass rose,
legend, scale, landmark and symbols.

Activity:

Have the students take a clipboard with paper and a pencil to the yard. Walk aroun
and obsene the different landmarks and layout of the yard. Then have the stuols
draw a map of your schoolyard, including the main features, layout and landmarks.

Back in the classroom, give the students about 10 minutes to put any final details a
colors on their map. Encourage them to show the compass rose on their map, use
symhols and legend, etc.

13



@Discuss 7EAO AOA OEA 1 AET 1 AT Ai AOEO ET OEA OA
neighborhood? Whatare the landmarks in their own neighborhoods? Why is it
important to pay attention to their surroundings?

» Instilling spatial awareness in students for both practical knowledge and safety.
Understanding the mportance for students to know their own neighborhood and
address.




Stretching Boundaries Activity:
| magi ne | f e

The storyshould be believable when happening in a familiar real
environment (the neighborhood) although itgives the young readers the
opportunity to imagine themselves taking prt in nonreality adventures.

Objective Help students to be more imaginative antb develop
and exercise tkeir creativity skills.

Materials - Paper
-Pencil
- Markers, crayons, colored pencils

With who Ages 711
Time 45 minutes toone hour (depending on the size and interest of the group)

How to Intro:

Qe & ©

Begin with a classroom discussion on imagination. Tell the students to close their
eyesand imaginethat they are somewhere else. It can be an imaginary or real place
Call on the students to share what they are imagining.

Activity:
4aA1T1T AAAE OOOAAT GCIONAE I ACEAA BIEEAE ORA
think of their favorite super hero. They shdd draw themselves as a superhero,

creating an alias, special outfit, and even super powers. More advanced students ¢
create a comic strip storyboard, including characters, special powers and a storyline

After the presentations, the kids cardisplay their drawings on a wall or bulletin
board.

@ Discuss How does their super power or superhero help other people?

= )I ACET AGETT EO A £01 xAu O Aw@bii OA
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Exercising the Memory Activity:
Memory Booster

Throughout the story, The Watch kids and the young readers need to reca

information from all the thefts that took place in the neighborhood in order
to start solving the mystery.

Objective

Materials

With who

Time

How to

Qe & ©

Understandingwhat our memory is all about and why
it is important.

- Paper
- Color Pencil
-Markers

Ages7-11
45 minutes

Intro:

Begin with a discussion explaining what memory is. Talk about how we gather data
(facts, sounds, tastes, smells, touch sensations, what we see, and even our feeling
store the relevant informationand recall information when needél.

Scientific terms can be used with older students and simplified concepts for younge
students. How do we remember things and why is it important to remember. Is our
memory always correct? We can play some games to help boost memorization ski

Activity:

Depending on age, have the kids prepare 12, 16, or 20 square cards to make the
relevant pairs Use the preoutlined squareson pagel8 Have the students draw
identical images on each pair of cards, such as letteagsjmals, food, objects, etc.

Split the students into pairs. Have them place the cards face down, then take turns
flipping over two cards at a time. If the cards do not match, turn them face down
again, try to remember where they are and keep playing urdil pairs are matched.

16



@ Discuss What are the different types of memory? Discuss automatic, shéetrm, and long
term memory. Have the students give examples of each. What are the different
things we can remember (smell, sight, taste, experiences, etc.)?

= Our memory is important to help us learn and function in daily life. We can play
different games to practice and strengthen our memory.

17




Exercising the Memory: Memory Booster

.............................................................................................................



Understanding Color Activity:
The Colors in Our Lives

The Neighborhood Watch Kids stand in thdgyground and look around.

The world is full of color. They listen to the silence and look at the colors
that can be seen even at night.

Objective

Materials

With who
Time

How to

Qe & ©

Introduction to colors and becoming familiar
with its meaning.

- Cardboard

- Scissors

-A match

- Markers, crayons

Ages A1
45 minutes toone hour

Intro:

Begin with a class discussion about senses and visual experiences. How is color
experienced? What senses do we use to understand color? Why is dolportant?
What is color?

Different colors can make us feel different things. Warm colors: Red, yellow, orange
make us think of hot things like fire, the sun, an oven, etc. Cool colors: Blue, green,
purple, make us think of things like the ocean, natuend plants, etc.

Draw the basic color wheel on the classroom board (be sure to leaspmacefor
secondary colors). There are 3 primary colors that cannot be made by mixing any
other colors together. Ask the kids if they know what these colors arBlacetheir
answers ¢ed, blue, and yellow) on the color wheel. Every primary color has an
opposite complimentary color which is made by mixing 2 primary colors together
LIAO6O AEZET A 100 xEAO OET OA AT 11 00 AOAS
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Activity:
Complimentary colors:

Pass out a copy of the yingang stencil (page 21). Each student chooses 2 primary
colors and colors each side of the stencil in 1 of the colors. Ask the kidglte the
stencil to the cardboard and cut out the yinggang circles. When done, stick the
match through the center of the design. Have the students spin their colorful tops
and notice what color they see when the 2 primary colors bletayether. Place their
answers(Green, Orange, and Purple) on the color wheel. Explain to the students th
these colors are also called secondary colors.

Warm/Cool colors:

Give each student a copy of the concentric circles template (page 22). Have each
student trace their hand anywhee on the design. They should notice the area

| OOOEAA T £/ OEAEO EATAGO 1 OOIETA AT A C
students color each line in alternating cool colors, such as green, blue, purple, gree
blue, purple, etc. Within the handgolor the lines with alternating warm colors.

@ Discuss Go through each of the primary and secondary colors and have the students share
what they think of or associatewith each colof?

For example, red makes us thinof love, heat, angerz What else? Green is usually
associated with money and jealousy. Blue is associated with the sky, water, calm.
Discuss what the primary and complimentary make the students think of. Do certair
colors remind them of a certain smelbr bring back any memories?

How are colors important in our lives? Give some examples Bkstop signor traffic
lights.

= Colors are an inportant part of our visual sensesexperiencesand memories

20






